
A very early spring put a
quick end to skiing and snow-
shoeing but enabled the park to
open our campgrounds and
cabins well ahead of schedule.
It also permitted park staff to
complete a number of impor-
tant maintenance projects
including repairs to the log
walls at the Union River cabin,
re-roofing of the Lake of the
Clouds cabin, boardwalk
repairs on the Pinkerton Creek
and Lake Superior Trails, and
cutting of blown down trees on
18 miles of park trails.

With operations now in full
swing, our focus will be on
safety, visitor service and keep-
ing facilities in the best possi-
ble condition for this season.
One of our goals is to address a
backlog of trail and backpack
campsite maintenance items.

In May, Paul Squires joined
the park staff filling a full-time
park ranger position vacated
when ranger Mike Rafferty
retired. Paul is assigned to
work primarily in the park inte-
rior, performing trail mainte-
nance, and enforcing park rules

and regulations. He has worked
at numerous Michigan state
parks and also has experience
working in Alaska with the
National Park Service. He is an
EMT, an avid hunter and is
very excited about working in
Michigan’s largest state park.
If you see him on the trail,
please take a moment to intro-
duce yourself and welcome
him to the Porkies.  We look
forward to a great 2010 sum-
mer and hope to see plenty of
visitors out enjoying the park
this season.  

See you on the trail.
- Robert Sprague 

Park Manager

Hands-on timber framing
classes will be offered in July
at the Park.  Participants will
construct a roof for the Peace-
hill stage to be used at our
upcoming Porcupine Moun-
tains Music Festival.  The
classes run from July 9-13 and
July 14-17 with ten slots open
in each session. Cost is $395
per participant and includes
lunch each day, course materi-
als and a ticket to this year’s
festival.  The classes will be
taught by David Suutula,
assisted by Steve Stier, and will
cover the basics of the timber
frame art, use of hand and

power tools, layout and erec-
tion of the structure.  David
and Steve have a combined
experience of over 40 years.
They will guide participants
through design, layout, boring
and chiseling mortises, form-
ing and pegging tenons, cutting
wind braces and assembling
bents for the 20-foot-by-20-
foot timber-framed stage roof.
All skill levels are welcomed,
but keen interest is required.
This is an active hands-on
workshop, so come prepared to
work hard, learn a lot and have
a great time. 

The two classes will be
held at the Porcupine Moun-
tains Folk School. The first
session (starting July 9) will be
for beginning timber framers.
The second session (which
starts July 14) will engage
advanced wood workers, con-
tractors and graduates of the
previous session. You are also
encouraged to check out our
Porkies Website for the Folk
School schedule of classes and
check back often for classes as
they are added

To enroll in the class,
please contact Beth at 906-
884-4188 or by e-mail at ont-
coedc@charter.net. You are
also encouraged to check out
our Porkies Website for the
Folk School schedule of class-
es and check back often for
new classes being added.
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AIRP artist Carol Seago (right) guiding students through the
process of making memory photo ornaments.

Park Update Timber Framing Classes 
will Construct Stage Roof

Artist Shares Project

Highway 105 
Clean Up

Six volunteers spent 2 1/2
hours in late May picking up
trash from the park entrance to
the permit booth at Lake of the
Clouds. That amounts to 16
miles of highway clean up
sponsored by the Friends of the
Porkies. Thanks to them, the
season is off to a clean start. porkies.org



My Earth and Space Class
students and students from
Kim Saari’s History classes
recented visited the Carp Lake
and Nonesuch Mining sites in
the park to learn about early
copper mining. Loading the
field trip was DNRE naturalist
Bob Wild.  

Wild shared with the stu-
dents his love for the park and
helped the students to visualize
the difficulty of mining in such
a remote wilderness location.
Like most mines in the Lake
Superior copper mining dis-
trict, none of the 45 copper
mines in the Porkies ever
became profitable. Despite that
fact, the copper mining rush
helped to settle and develop
this remote area and it led to
the discovery of the Nonesuch
Shale (copper deposits upon
which the White Pine Mine
was located).

Student comments includ-
ed:  “The scenery was beauti-
ful,” “It was a fun walk,” “the
stamp mill was very interesting
and I have a better understand-
ing of how it removed the cop-
per,” “one fun thing was going
about 50 feet into a mine and
seeing a bunch of hibernating

bats,” and “I learned a lot about
the hardships that early miners
faced in the Porcupine Moun-
tains.”

This field experience
shows that when local schools
work together with agencies
such as the Department of Nat-
ural Resources and Environ-
ment and groups such as the
Friends of the Porkies, great
things can happen and a deeper
understanding and appreciation
occurs. We are very luck to
have this gem of a park so
close to home. The trip was a
great success and an experi-
ence that the students will
never forget. 

- David Rowe, Teacher
A. D. Johnston High School

Bessemer, Michigan
This trip was made possible

through financial support of
the Friends of the Porkies.
Friends help pay for trans-
portation and admission
expenses through the Mini-
Grant Program. 
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ABCs in the Porkies 
T-Shirts, Sweatshirts & Hoodies
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You are invited to attend 
free public programs featuring:

• Fiber Artist -
REBECCA KOBOS – July 15

• Watercolorist  - 
ALAN ADSMOND – July 29

• Watercolorist - 
KAREN LENHART – August 26

• Glass Artist - 
ALI ROGAN – September 18

• Digital Imager - 
RON STRONG – October 2 (tba)

All programs, (except for the last) 
are scheduled for 6 p.m. 

at the Visitor Center,
Porcupine Mountains 
Wilderness State Park

Made possible by 
the Friends of the Porkies

Porcupine Mountains 
Artist-In-Residence Program

Field Trip a Success

P.O. Box 221
Ontonagon, MI 49953
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